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Students  rally  at  State  House 

Nine  FSC  students  demonstrate  for  faculty  contracts 


by  Jennifer  Scull  and  Derek 

Valcourt 

Strobe  Staff 

Nine  students  from 
Fitchburg  State  College  attended 
a  rally  at  The  State  House  in 
Boston  on  November  3 
supporting  the  renewal  of 
faculty  contracts.  The  faculty 
from  all  state  and  community 
colleges  have  been  working 
without  a  contract  offer  since 
June  of  1993. 

Worcester  State, 
Westfield  State,  Framingham 
State,  North  Adams  State  and 
Springfield  Technical 

Community  College  (STCC) 
were  represented  by  the  seventy- 
five  students  who  marched  at  the 
rally.  The  Student  Government 
Association  (SGA)  at  Westfield 
State  College  organized  the 
event  at  the  beginning  of  the 
week. 

"We,  the  students  of 
Massachusetts,  are  prepared  to 


demonstrate  our  support  for  our 
faculty,"  said  Steve  Pratt,  the 
president  of  SGA  at  Westfield 
State  College. 

"We  are  distrustful  and 
critical  of  a  state  that 
does  not  support  public 
higher  education." 

-  Steven  Pratt,  President  of  SGA 
at  Westfield  State  College. 

The  rally  was  held  to 
demonstrate  anger  at  the 
government  for  the  lack  of 
respect  for  faculty,  librarians  and 
staff.  "A  quality  education  is  at 
risk  for  you  all,"  said  Bill 
Murphy,  the  president  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  College 
Association  (MSCA). 

Over  500  days  have 
passed  since  the  faculty  and 
librarians  have  had  a  contract 
and  over  800  days  have  gone  by 
for  the  Graduate  and  Continuing 


Education  Department. 

"This  particular  rally  is 
very  important  because  it  is 
student  organized,"  said  Bill 
Murphy.  "It  really  shows  the 
interest,  the  anger  and  the 
support  that  the  students  have  for 
the  faculty." 

Students,  chanting  "No 
Support,  No  Vote"  and  "Quality 
Education  Now,"  rallied  in  front 
of  The  State  House  encouraging 
the  public  to  support  public 
higher  education.  Signs  with 
slogans  reading,  "Students  Unite 
for  Education"  and  'We  Stand 
Behind  Our  Faculty,"  were 
carried  by  students  to  attract 
attention  and  heighten 
awareness  of  the  problem  our 
faculty  are  facing. 

"A  quality  education  is 
something  that  is  needed  for 
everybody  here,  as  well  as  for 
our  future  children,  their 
children  and  other  children  to 
come,"  said  Mary  Beth  Martin, 
the  Student  Trustee  from  STCC. 


Bill  Murphy,  president  of  the  MSCA. 


photo  by  Derek  Valcourt 


Investment  advisor 
to  speak  at  FSC 


SGA  Senior  Class  President  Kris  Theriault,  followed  by  Freshman  Class  President  Zachary 
Darrow,  joined  student  rally  in  Boston. 


photo  by  Derek  Valcourt 


FSC  Press  Release 

Investments  expert 
Frank  A.  Cappiello,  a  regular  on 
the  television  program  "Wall 
Street  Week,"  will  deliver  a  free 
public  lecture  at  Fitchburg  State 
College  on  November  15  at  8 
p.m.  in  Kent  Hall  of  the  Conlon 
Building. 

The  talk  is  part  of  the 
college's  Visiting  Artists  and 
Lecturers  Series,  funded  by  the 
Fitchburg  State  College 
Foundation,  the  college's  private 
fundraising  arm. 

For  more  than  1 2  years, 
Cappiello  was  chief  investment 
officer  for  an  insurance  holding 
company  with  responsibility  for 
managing  assets  of  $800  million. 


Prior  to  that,  he  was  the  research 
director  at  a  major  stock 
brokerage  firm. 

His  first  book,  "The  $2 
Window  on  Wall  Street", 
focused  on  how  to  invest 
successfully  in  low-priced 
stocks.  "Finding  the  Next  Super 
Stock"  set  forth  a  blueprint  for 
finding  the  IBMs  and  Xeroxs  of 
the  future.  His  forthcoming 
book,  "Investing  In  Real  Estate 
in  Wall  Street,"  will  focus  on 
finding  unusual  real  estate 
companies  in  common  stocks. 
He  has  also  written  articles  for 
The  Chicago  Tribune,  The 
Baltimore  Sun,  and  a  number  of 
financial  journals. 

Cont  on  page  2. 


A  different 
curriculum  was 
taught  in  FSC 
history. 
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FSC  hosts 

Intercollegiate 
Band  Festival. 
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The  Strobe 
Sports  Editor 
picks  Fall  All 
Stars. 
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Press  release 

The  Massachusetts 
Chapter  of  the  Leukemia  Society 
will  be  one  of  six  charities  to 
receive  official  Boston 
Marathon  numbers  generously 
donated  by  the  Boston  Athletic 
Association. 

"Getting  fit  for  a 
cause"  is  the  rallying  cry  for  the 
Society's  Team  in  training 
program  in  which  novice  and 
experienced  runners,  both 
qualified  and  non-qualified,  are 
being  recruited  now  for  the 
training  program  that  will 
culminate  in  the  completion  of 
the  1995  Boston  Marathon. 

Team  members  are 
training  for  the  ultimate  running 
test,  a  marathon,  and  at  the  same 
time  they  are  raising  money  for 
leukemia  research  through 
individual  pledges  and  corporate 


gifts.  Each  will  be  running  in 
honor  of  a  leukemia  patient. 
This  relationship  will  be  a 
constant  reminder  that  the 
physical  and  fundraising 
challenges  the  runner  will  face 
are  far  less  than  those  leukemia 
patients  face  every  day. 

Each  member  will 
receive  a  complementary 
application  to  be  officially 
qualified  in  the  marathon.  The 
Massachusetts  Chapter  also 
invites  anyone  who  qualifies  for 
Boston  on  their  own  to  join  and 
receive  a  free  Team  In  Training 
shirt  and  marathon  running 
singlet. 

All  runners 

participating  in  the  program  will 
go  through  a  comprehensive 
training  program  led  by  head 
coach  Dan  Allison  of  Waltham 
and  coach  Gary  Rancourt  of 


Harvard,  MA.  Training 
sessions  include  weekly  group 
runs,  individual  evaluation  and 
programming,  nutritional 
advice  and  tips  on  gaining  the 
psychological  edge. 

Nationwide,  the  Team 
In  Training  Series  will  include 
nearly  58  different  cities  and  28 
accredited  marathons.  Nearly 
3,000  runners  are  expected  to 
participate  across  the  country. 
The  program  is  sponsored  by 
"Runner's  World"  and  features 
Marty  Liquori,  noted  running 
star  and  commentator,  as  its 
national  chairman. 

For  more  information 
on  how  to  join  the  Team  In 
Training  program,  call  Cheryl 
Jenney  at  the  Leukemia  Society 
at  1-800-688-6572  or  send  a 
SASE  to  180  Rustcraft  Road, 
Dedham,  MA  02026. 
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STUDENTS 
A    HIGHER! 

U  STUDENTS  SKI  FOR  $10  OFF!       . 

Before  you  graduate  and  go  marching  off  into  a  great  and  glorious       ^JS 
future,  ski  your  butt  off!  With  a  college  ID,*  you'll  get  $10  off  Ag&S* 

Sunday-Friday,  and  $5  off  on  Saturdays  and  holidays.  So,  this    ftfWfc|f||%f% 
winter  make  it  your  "job"  to  get  out  on  the  slopes.  Ski  Stratton!    MM  CUIMI 

*Must  be  25  years  of  age  or  less,  with  other  supporting  ID  (license). 
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Advisor,  com.  from  pg.  l 

Cappiello  is  now 
president  of  the  investment 
counselling  firm  McCullough, 
Andrews  &  Cappiello,  Inc., 
which  provides  asset 
management  to  individual  and 
institutional  investors.  Assets 
under  management  total  more 
than  $800  million.  He  is  also  the 
chairman  of  the  board  of  two 
mutual  funds:  The  Carnegie 
Cappiello  Growth  Fund  and  the 
Carnegie  Total  Refund  Fund. 

Cappiello  is  a 
distinguished  visiting  professor 
of  finance  at  Loyola  College.  He 
has  lectured  at  a  number  of 
universities,  including  Johns 
Hopkins,  the  Wharton  School  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  University  of  Chicago's 
Graduate  School  of  Business, 
UCLA  and  Santa  Clara 
University. 

He  is  a  member  of  the 
advisory  investment  committee 
that  oversees  the  $8  billion 
Maryland  State  Retirement 
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System  Fund,  and  is  past 
director  and  chairman  of  the 
Financial  Analysts  Federation, 
the  parent  organization  for  the 
more  than  14,000  security 
analysts  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

Cappiello  is  best 
known  to  television  viewers  as 
a  continuing  panelist  and 
occasional  host  on  the  PBS 
televsion  series  "Wall  Street 
Week".  The  nationally 
syndicated  program  is  shown 
weekly  on  240  stations  with  a 
viewing  audience  of  10  million 
people.  He  has  also  been  a 
frequent  guest  on  the  popular 
ABC  network  television 
program  "Good  Morning, 
America!" 

A  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Notre  Dame  and 
Harvard  University's  Graduate 
School  of  Business 
Administration,  he  resides  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland. 

The  public  is  welcome 
free  of  charge.  Call  665-3163 
for  more  information. 
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ACROSS 
1  Food  fish 
5  Impression 
10  Catch  sight  of 

14  High  point 

1 5  Stogie 

1 6  — de-camp 

1 7  Stampede 
1 B  An  Astaire 

19  Youthful  suffix 

20  Helped 
22  Dryness 

24  Units  of 
computer 
information 

25  Ruler  of  old 

26  Fire  or  steam 
29  Bill  collector 

33  Saucy 

34  Kingly 

36  Central  part 

37  Poetic 
preposition 

38  Carney  or 
Garfunkel 

39  Eng.  flyers 

40  Holiday  times 
42  Sorrow 

44  Fill  up 

45  Soldier  on  guard 
47  Suds 

49  Way 

50  Scarlett's  home 

51  Renowned 
54  News  items 

58  Estrada  of  TV 

59  Wont 

61  Cabbage  variety 

62  Occupation 

63  Gladden 

64  Give  off 

65  Come  down 

66  Prevent  from 
acting 

67  Recipe  measure 


DOWN 

1  PoetTeasdale 

2  Musical  piece 

3  Smaller  amount 

4  Show 

5  Disperse 

6  Neap  and  ebb 

7  On  in  years 
6  Bad:  pref. 
9  Salty  snack 

1 0  Like  a  lampoon 

1 1  Wharf 

1 2  Works  in  verse 

13  Camp  item 
21  Moral  lapse 
23  Used  to  own 

25  Jalopy 

26  Swords 

27  Boldness 

28  Grassy  area 

29  Actor  Ritchard 

30  Pentateuch 

31  Take  to  the 
stump 


32  Direct  to  a 

source  for  help 
35  Used  sculls 

41  Petted 

42  Ground 
together,  as 
teeth 

43  Butter  up„ 

44  Piled  up 

46  Promise  to  pay 
48  Onassis  to 
some 

50  Hackneyed 

51  Tumbled 

52  Elaborate 
melody 

53  A  state:  abbr. 

54  Like  —  out  of 
hell 

55  Dalai  — 

56  Wallach  and 
Whitney 

57  Adam's  son 
60  Stout 
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PRINCIPLES    of   SOUND    RETIREMENT    INVESTING 


M 


UNFORTUNATEII,  THIS  IS  WHERE 

PEOPLE  ARE  PUTTING 
TOO  MANY  RETIREMENT  DOLLARS. 


Every  year,  a  lot  of  people  make  a 
huge  mistake  on  their  taxes.  They 
don't  take  advantage  of  tax  deferral  and 
wind  up  sending  Uncle  Sam  money  they 
could  be  saving  for  retirement. 

Fortunately,  that's  a  mistake  you  can 
easily  avoid  with  TIAA-CREF  SRAs. 
SRAs  not  only  ease  your  current  tax- 
bite,  they  offer  a  remarkably  easy  way 
to  build  retirement  income — especially 
for  the  "extras''  that  your  regular  pension 
and  Social  Security  benefits  may  not 
cover.  Because  your  contributions  are 
made  in  before-tax  dollars,  you  pay  less 
taxes  now.  And  since  all  earnings  on 
your  SRA  are  tax-deferred  as  well,  the 


money  you  don't  send  to  Washington 
works  even  harder  for  you.  Down  the 
road,  that  can  make  a  dramatic  difference 
in  your  quality  of  life. 

What  else  makes  SRAs  so  special? 
A  range  of  allocation  choices — from  the 
guaranteed  security  of  TIAA  to  the 
diversified  investment  accounts  of 
CREF's  variable  annuity — all  backed 
by  the  nation's  number  one  retirement 
system. 

Why  write  off  the  chance  for  a  more 
rewarding  retirement?  Call  today  and 
learn  more  about  how  TIAA-CREF 
SRAs  can  help  you  enjoy  many 
happy  returns. 


\ 


\ 


Benefit  now  from  tax  deferral.  Call  our  SRA  hotline  1 800-842-2733,  ext.  8016. 

Ensuring  the  future 
for  those  who  shape  it!M 

CREF  certificates  are  distributed  by  TIAA-CREF  Individual  and  Institutional  Services.  For  more  complete  information,  including  charges  and  expenses, 

call  I  800-8-12-27) '),  ext.  80/6  for  a  prospectus.  Read  the  prospectus  carefully  before  you  invest  or  send  money.  A 
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by  Elizabeth  Portway 
Contributing  writer 


Fitcbburg  State  was 
originally  called  the  State  Nor- 
mal School  when  it  first  opened 
over  100  years  ago.  The  college 
was  organized  in  an  old  high 
school  building  during  it's  first 
year  when  the  school  belonged 
to  the  city  of  Fitchburg.  The  next 
year  the  school  took  charge  of  a 
rented  building  with  only  four 
teachers,  46  students,  and  ap- 
proximately 200  books.  They 
also  used  schools  on  Day  Street 
and  Highland  Avenue  as  a  use 
for  observation. 

Gradually,  the  campus 
began  to  grow,  thanks  to  much 
support  from  the  community. 
George  Hastings  is  one  figure 
who  sticks  out  for  his  generous 
contribution  of  the  Hastings 
Greenhouse  in  1914.  As  the  stu- 
dent body  increased  and  more 
attention  was  drawn  to  the 
school,  this  greenhouse  became 
a  wonderful  asset.  It  helped  start 
the  beginning  of  what  this  school 
has  become  today. 

George  Hastings  was  a 
teacher  of  agriculture  at  the 
Fitchburg  State  Normal  School. 
He  gave  the  greenhouse  to  the 
state  for  additional  education  in 
agriculture  for  the  attending  stu- 
dents. It  was  the  largest  green- 
house in  the  city  and  was  con- 


nected with  a  recitation  room  on 
the  north  side  of  the  building. 
Hastings  helped  to  develop  this 
project  through  helping  to  build 
it  and  supervising. 

The  principle  uses  of 
the  greenhouse  were  to  furnish 
plants  and  flowers  for  the  class- 
rooms, to  provide  laboratory 
experiments  in  planting  and 
transplanting  for  the  children 
who  were  in  training  schools, 
and  to  provide  laboratory  expe- 
rience for  the  college  students  in 
the  courses  of  Nature  Study  and 
Botany.  The  greenhouse  would 
also -furnish  vegetables  during 
the  spring  and  summer  months 
for  the  dorms,  and  it  was  closed 
during  the  winter  months. 

Unfortunately,  with 
the  growth  of  the  college,  there 
was  a  need  for  another  dormi- 
tory to  house  more  students. 
Around  1963,  Hastings  Green- 
house was  torn  down  and  re- 
placed with  Aubuchon  Hall. 

The  recitation  room  for 
the  greenhouse  was  kept  for  sev- 
eral years  afterwards  and  was 
used  as  an  underground  garage 
for  the  maintenance  truck  and 
storage.  The  garage  was  even- 
tually taken  out  in  the  late 
1960's. 

In  time  there  were 
many  other  additions  to  what  is 
here  today,  but  here  on  campus 
the  history  of  the  greenhouse 
will  never  be  forgotten. 


?i.\ 


Inside  Hastings  Greenhouse. 


FSC  Archives 


Agriculture  at  Fitchburg  State  Normal  School. 
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Fitchburg:  The  Ail-American  City 


by  Deanna  Aldsworth 
Staff  writer 


A  billboard  on  Route 
2A  reads,  "Fitchburg— Finalist  in 
All- American  City  Award.  Con- 
gratulations Fitchburg." 

The  All- American  City 
Award  is  an  award  for  commu- 
nity progress  and  improvement 
through  citizen  action,  effective 
organization,  and  community 
collaboration.  This  means  that 
the  Ail-American  City  must  pro- 
vide programs  that  promote  the 
community  working  together  as 
one  to  make  a  better  tomorrow. 

The  following  ten 
components  are  part  of  the  Civic 
Index,  used  by  the  judges  of  this 
award  to  serve  as  a  description 
of  the  types  of  skills  and  pro- 
cesses that  must  be  present  for  a 
community  to  effectively  deal 
with  its  specific  and  unique  con- 
cerns. 


1.  Citizen  Participation 

2.  Community  Leadership 

3.  Government  Performance 
4.Volunteerism  and  Philan- 
thropy 

5.  Intergroup  Relations 

6.  Civic  Education 

7.  Community  Information 
Sharing 

8.  Capacity  for  Cooperation  and 
Consensus  Building 

9.  Community  Vision  and  Pride 

10.  Intercommunity  Coopera- 
tion 

All  of  these  add  up  to  a 
community  that  has  citizens  who 
want  to  better  their  surround- 
ings. These  are  citizens  who  are 
willing  to  donate  their  time  to 
make  sure  that  all  of  the  above 
happen. 

Interesting  statistics 
were  revealed  in  the  application. 
There  are  41,194  people  in  the 
city  of  Fitchburg.  The  median 
family  income  in  Fitchburg  is 
$33,357. 


Some  of  the  programs 
being  run  in  Fitchburg  included 
in  the  application  were  also  in- 
teresting. For  instance,  the 
Fitchburg  Safe  and  Healthy 
Neighborhood  Coalition  is 
made  up  of  police,  schools,  so- 
cial service  providers,  and 
neighborhood  organizations. 
The  idea  behind  this  is 
to"promote  individual  and  com- 
munity  well-being  through 
neighborhood  empowerment." 

"Fitchburg  First"  was 
created  to  improve  the  appear- 
ance of  Fitchburg  to  outside 
sources.  We  have  all  seen  the 
medians  that  have  the  pretty 
flowers  in  them  which  have 
signs  on  them.  Through  this 
program,  businesses  and  orga- 
nizations sponsor  the  medians 
by  planting  flowers,  and  mak- 
ing them  look  pleasant  to  trav- 
ellers along  the  highways  of 
Fitchburg.  Fitchburg  State 
sponsors  the  medians  in  the  in- 


tersection at  the  end  of  McKay, 
near  the  Athletic  Fields. 

A  Minority  Needs  As- 
sessment was  conducted  to  bet- 
ter serve  the  needs  of  the  rapidly 
growing  population  of  minori- 
ties that  lives  in  the  city  of 
Fitchburg. 

In  the  end,  though, 
Fitchburg  was  not  chosen  to  re- 
ceive the  award.  In  the  jury's 
report  back  to  Fitchburg,  one  of 
the  main  reasons  the  city  lost 
was,  "jury  members  were  not 
convinced  that  citizens  played 
critical  roles  in  the  initiation  and 
development  of  programs  ad- 
dressing Fitchburg's  key  chal- 
lenges and  circumstances."  The 
jury  thought  that  these  were  all 
government  actions  and  not 
many  citizens  were  invited  to 
participate.  They  also  wrote, 
"jury  members  felt  that  much  of 
the  application  and  presentation 
portrayed  Mayor  Bean  as  the 
prime  mover  in  the  community, 


at  the  expense  of  citizen  initia- 
tive and  leadership." 

Not  once  in  this  appli- 
cation was  Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege mentioned,  nor  was  Gen- 
eral Electric.  "Fitchburg  would 
be  nothing  without  this  college," 
said  Jeremiah  Greene  on 
Wednesday  October  25  at  a 
teachers'  contract  rally. 
"Fitchburg  State  and  General 
Electric  are  the  two  largest  em- 
ployers in  this  city." 

On  the  application,  ju- 
rors also  noted  the  lack  of  rep- 
resentation from  the  business 
community  and  wanted  to  know 
more  about  the  private  sector's 
involvement  in  Fitchburg's 
Civic  Affairs. 

Anyone  interested  in 
seeing  the  application  that 
Fitchburg  sent  to  the  judges  can 
call  the  office  of  the  Planning 
Coordinator  of  the  city 
Fitchburg,  Mr.  David  J.  Strebb. 
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High  Wire 

Alcohol  alternative 


by  Kerry  Smith 
Staff  writer 

The  trees  stand  tall  and 
proud,  high  above  the  confusion 
that  surrounds  their  feet.  The 
remnants  of  a  crazy  warpath, 
where  dozens  of  adrenalized 
warriors  raced  towards  the  war 
of  the  ultimate,  the  war  inside 
themselves. 

Look  into  the  woods 
and  see  it  all.  Close  your  eyes, 
hang  your  arms  around  your 
body  like  the  limbs  of  a  sullen 
tree.  Feel  it  all!  So  relaxing. 
Now  get  a  foothold  atop  a  ledge 
the  size  of  your  hat.  Hold  your 
breath  in  your  body,  feel  it 
tremble  across  you.  Like  a  squir- 
rel you  scurried  first  up  the  lad- 
der, then  the  tree  without 
branches  (the  branches  were 
taken  off  and  then  replaced  by 
wooden  pegs.) 

You  got  yourself  up 
here,  now  how  to  get  down? 
"See  that  trapeze  in  front  of  you? 
Grab  it!  Don't  worry  I've  got 
you,"  echoes  the  voice  at  the  end 
of  the  rope.  (Remember  that  the 
rope  from  that  end  extends  up 
and  then  around  a  tree  stump 
down  on  the  ground  in  front  of 
you,  then  up  to  a  pulley  system 


set  up  on  an  old  oak,  then  to  the 
harness  around  your  waist.)  You 
shake  more.  "Good  thing  I  went 
to  the  bathroom  before  I  did 
this,"  you  think.  Now  you  have 
to  do  it.  Jump. 

You  push  off  the  ledge 
atop  the  limbless  tree,  and  fly 
into  the  air  like  a  bird.  You 
scream  with  excitement,  eyeing 
the  thin  bar  suspended  in  the  air 
before  you.. .amazingly  in  reach. 
Swinging  relaxingly  on  the  tra- 
peze, you  wonder  how  the 
people  in  the  circus  do  it  for  a 
living. 

Wait!  Now  you  have 
to  let  go.  You  wish  you  could 
hang  there  forever.  You  let  go 
and. whoosh!  You  are  sitting  on 
the  air  as  you  slowly  approach 
the  ground.  You  feel  loose  like 
a  falling  pine  needle. 

This  is  my  experience. 
I  am  young-  a  warrior.  The  day 
certainly  proved  its  point.  Tues- 
day, October  25th,  the  second 
day  of  Alcohol  Awareness  Week 
was  a  day  whose  rewards  I 
quickly  received  and  remember. 

In  the  woods  on  a  hill 
about  ten  minutes  past  FSC's 
McKay  School,  were  dozens  of 
students,  watching  and  waiting 


to  try  the  crazy  set-ups  that 
would  give  them  a  "natural 
high."  The  rope  course  in  the 
woods  was  supervised  by  three 
fully  trained  professionals  who 
welcomed  the  students  to  try  it 
out.  Each  student  who  partici- 
pated was  required  to  sign  a  re- 
lease form  and  wear  the  proper 
safety  equipment:  a  helmet  se- 
cured on  the  head,  and  a  harness 
that  was  strapped  around  the 
person's  waist  and  thighs. 

The  students  were 
brought  to  the  event  on  the  Smart 
Van  on  the  half  hour  from  two 
until  five.  One  student,  Josh 
Falkenburg,  mentioned  on  the 
ride  home,  "It  was  scary  as  hell. 
But  its  such  a  rush." 

Adrenaline  is  such  a 
rush.  That  is  what  it  is.  Pure, 
naturally  encouraged,  adrenaline 
makes  you  feel  loose,  crazy,  ca- 
pable of  doing  anything.  This  is 
the  feeling  of  youth!  Take  ad- 
vantage of  the  natural  excite- 
ments inside  yourself .  Do  some- 
thing crazy  -  not  something  silly. 
F  m  sure  that  Alcohol  Awareness 
week  has  made  its  impact.  This 
event  proved  that  you  do  not 
need  outside  substances  to  have 
a  good  time. 


Question  of  the  week 

How  do  you  feel  about  the  FSC  Rescue  Squad  staging  a  false  heart  attack  during  the 
Student  Government  Association  meeting? 


Police  Log 


October  23>  1994 

Protective  Custody-  One  male  subject 

Fire  Alarm-  PeD  box  activated  at  PercivaL 

Larceny-  Of  property  taken  from  car  parked  in  Upper 

Weston  Lot, 

Noise  Complaint-  Group  playing  loud  music  outside  New 


Vandalism- To  FSC  property  at  the  Colon  IA  Building. 

October  24, 1994 

Vandalism-  To  motor  vehicle  parked  at  McKay  School. 
Minor  damage. 

Vandalism-  To  FSC  property  at  the  Hammond  Building. 
Community  Service-  Presentation  On  alcohol  and  Sub- 
stance Abuse  given  to  residents  of  Aubuchon  Hall. 

October  25,  1994 

Police  Info.-  .Served  court  papers  to  student. 
Suspicious  Persons-  Report  of  two  local  males  with  stieks 
seen  in  Hammond.  Checked  with  the  student  manager, 
who  advised  they  were  two  participants  of  the  Billiard 
Tournament  in  the  Games  Room. 
Animal  Complaint-  Report  of  injured/possible  rabid 
squirrel  near  New  Halls.   Fttchburg's  Animal  Control 
Officer  responded  and  transported  squirrel  to  their  fa- 
cility. (Squirrel  only  injured.) 
Police  Info,-  Court  papers  served  to  student 

October  26, 1994 

Medical/  Rescue  Call-  Report  of  woman  needing  medi- 
cal assistance  at  Holmes  Dining  Commons  transported 
to  Health  Services. 
Attempted  B&E-  At  Town  Houses.  Investigation  con- 


Medical  Transport-  Male  student  with  injured  ankle 
taken  to  Burba  uk  Hospital. 

Animal  Complaint-  Report  of  small  cat  with  a  plastic  bag 
tied  over  its  bead  near  Town  Houses.  Located  cat  aai 
removed  bag*  Cat  O.K. 

October  27, 1994 

Request  For  Police-  Report  of  male  trying  to  gain  access 

to  Town  House  Apartments.  Gone  upon  our  arrival. 

Request  For  Police*  Report  of  male  harassing  students 

at  Russell  Towers, 

Protective  Custody- One  male  subject 

Harassment-  Report filed  by  staff  member  in  Hammond 


Animal  Complaint-  Ferret  brought  to  our  station.  Had 
been  found  outside  Russell  Towers.  Fitch  burg's  Animal 
Control  Officer  responded  and  took  ferret  to  their  facil- 
ity. 

October  2»,  1994 

Alcohol  Violation-  Open  container  violation.  J-Board 

complaint  to  be  filed. 

Larceny-  Of  personal  property  from  Aubuchon  Hall. 

Harassment-  Student  getting  annoying  phone  calls  in 


Request  For  Police-  Report  of  intoxicated  male  in  the 
Hammond  Budding  bothering  students-  Gone  upon  our 
arrival. 

October 29, 1994 

Suspicious  Activity-  Burnt  T-Shirts  and  debris  found  at 

the  Athletic  Field.  Investigation  continuing. 

Community  Service-  Speaking  with  our  tour  groups 

about  Campus  Safety  issues  during  Saturday's  Open 

House. 

Drug  Violation-  Court  and  J-Board  complaints  filed 

against  four  students. 

Alcohol  Violation-  One  male  subject  with  open  container. 
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An  urgent  calling 


by  R.  Jay  Allain 
Contributing  writer 

In  today's  difficult 
economy,  it  is  good  to  be  im- 
mersed in  an  academic  environ- 
ment. Certainly  there  is  much 
to  absorb;  enhanced  knowledge 
and  the  ability  to  leam  will  be 
most  beneficial  later  on. 

Still,  there  is  an  old  ad- 
age: "Don't  let  school  get  in  the 
way  of  your  education."  If  one 
ponders  this  sage  remark,  one 
senses  that  some  things  that  are 
vitally  important  occur  outside 
the  classroom  or  study  hall. 
What  could  they  be?  If  we  can 
discover  what  they  are,  might  we 
usher  them  back  into  the  curricu- 
lum? After  all,  we  have  been 
taught  school  is  where  we  learn. 
And  if  that's  only  partially  true, 
then  it  is  our  task  to  discern  in 
what  ways  school  is  anemic  and, 
as  the  lawyers  say,  rectify  the 
situation  "with  all  deliberate 
speed." 

Perhaps  the  chief  flaw 
of  organized  education  is  its  pen- 
chant for  making  a  virtue  of  its 
distance  from  the  real  world. 
Schools  have  floundered  on  a 
paradoxical  truth:  Both  immer- 
sion in  and  critical  distance  from 
the  world  are  necessary  for 
genuine  education.  In  my  view, 


schools  go  awry  when  either 
they  elevate  their  aloofness  from 
society-at-large  or  they  strive  to 
replicate  the  business  of  the  out- 
side world. 

The  word  "business"  is 
a  most  telling  one  here.  Fixated 
as  it  is  on  buying  and  selling,  the 
vagaries  of  the  marketplace  and 
the  realm  of  human  necessity, 
the  work  day  world  functions 
quite  differently  from  how  a 
school  should.  Almost  by  defi- 
nition, survival  or,  as  some 
would  prefer  to  call  it,  "getting 
ahead,"  is  a  pragmatic  and 
messy  affair.  It  is  a  world  ob- 
sessed with  bottom  lines,  lines 
of  communication  and  just  plain 
lines.  One  encounters  (and  is 
sometimes  engulfed  by)  com- 
mands, chains  of  command,  and 
sometimes  simply  chains.  And, 
alas,  it  is  an  increasingly  pres- 
surized, joyless  space. 

Education,  on  the  other 
hand,  comes  from  a  Latin  word, 
"educere,"  which  means  "to 
draw  out"  (as  something  latent). 
In  an  important  sense,  the  stu- 
dent is  drawn  out  from  the  world 
of  necessity.  Oh,  there  are  still 
bills  and  part-time  jobs  and 
course  requirements.  But  stu- 
dents inhabit  a  privileged  space: 
They  are  allowed  to  reflect  on 


the  human  condition,  consider 
their  own  roles  and  missions  and 
set  about  achieving  them.  And 
all  before  they  are  cast  out  to  the 
proverbial  wolves. 

Some  would  insist  that 
the  emphasis  for  every  student 
should  be  his  or  her  role;  the 
optimum  being  to  compel  each 
learner — through  subtle  threats 
or  enticements  —  to  tailor  his  or 
her  dream  and  genius  to  pre-ex- 
isting slots.  Such  thinking  re- 
flects the  primacy  of  business  in 
American  life  and  adjustment  to 
what  Paul  Goodman  called  a 
"commercially  debauched"  so- 
ciety. 

Yet  who  among  us  does 
not  lament  the  erosion  of  hope 
and  civility  in  modern  life?  And 
how  can  such  essential  traits  be 
restored  without  a  fuller  respect 
not  only  for  what  is  but  also  what 
might  be?  Although  too  much 
of  the  latter  can  lead  to  persis- 
tent daydreaming,  to  insist  only 
on  what  is  leads  to  a  mean, 
dispirited  country.  We  are  all  at 
risk  because  we  have  forgotten 
that  the  truest  education  vali- 
dates both  reality  and  idealism 
and  have  shunned  those  who 
have  embodied  such  a  synthesis 
in  their  lives  and  in  their  teach- 
ing. 


No  compassion  in  Fitchburg 


by  R.  Jay  Allain 
Contributing  writer 

Like  so  many  other  cit- 
ies across  the  country,  it  seems 
Fitchburg  too  is  suffering  from 
"compassion  fatigue."  Such  a 
conclusion  is  warranted  after 
reading  about  the  city's  decision 
to  close  down  a  small  homeless 
shelter  on  Fairmont  Street  for 
nonpayment  of  taxes.  In 
America  today,  too  often  when 
there's  a  choice  between  human 
needs  and  money,  money  wins. 


Human  cries  are  a  distant  sec- 
ond. 

So  now  Fitchburg,  in 
the  interest  of  fiscal  accountabil- 
ity and  social  decorum,  has  an- 
nounced to  its  small  wretched 
homeless  population,  "Scram!" 
In-the  fine  American  tradition  of 
denial,  it  announces:  "Since  you 
remind  us  of  realities  we'd  rather 
forget  —  poverty,  substance 
abuse,  depression  —  we  don't 
want  you  here." 

While  we  as  a  people 
give  lip  service  to  notions  of 


community,  brotherhood  and 
caring  for  the  most  vulnerable, 
few  have  the  courage  to  really 
side  with  the  downtrodden. 
"They  are  not  like  us,"  we  in- 
tone while  knowing  deep-down 
that  many  of  us  are  only  a  few 
paychecks  or  a  misfortune  away 
from  similar  circumstances. 
And  so  we  attempt  to  turn  cal- 
lousness into  a  social  virtue. 

Fortunately  for 
Fitchburg,  as  this  sordid  event 
splashes  across  the  printed  page 
far  and  wide  and  mars  the  city's 


We're  all  snobs 


by  Rob  Haneisen 
Strobe  staff 


I  am  a  snob.  There, 
I've  admitted  it  without  outside 
force;  I  make  this  confession  of 
my  own  volition. 

I  wasn't  always  a  snob. 
I  used  to  care  about  the  student 
body  as  a  whole.  My  work  at 
the  paper,  trying  to  reach  out  to 
students,  get  them  involved,  and 
the  defeat  of  apathy  were  all  val- 
iant attempts.  But  who  was  I 
kidding?  In  the  end  the  monster 
I  was  trying  to  defeat  made  me 
one  of  his  soldiers. 

You  see,  apathy  is  the 
great  plague  of  not  only  the  stu- 
dents on  this  campus  but  of  the 
entire  generation  X.  This  gen- 
eration has  nothing  to  solidly 
identify  with  other  than  discon- 
tent and  a  lack  of  direction. 

Apathy,  to  all  you  nov- 
ices, is  the  complete  lack  of  care 
and  an  absence  of  action  by  an 
individual. 

But  how  does  this  lead 
to  eventual  snobbery?  Simple. 
You  get  into  a  group,  a  group  of 
like-minded  individuals,  and 
why  should  you  bother  branch- 
ing out?  Experience  and  vari- 
ety have  gone  by  the  wayside 
and  stability  is  becoming  a  trea- 
sure. Admit  it!  In  this  way 
people  become  apathetic  to  all 
other  causes  except  their  own; 
hence,  you  have  snobbery. 

This  type  of  snobbery 
is  easy  to  spot  on  campus,  even 
at  functions  designed  to  encour- 
age a  healthy  mixing  of  the  stu- 
dent population.  Example: 
About  a  month  ago,  the  campus 
Club  Fair  was  held  in  G-Lobby. 
All  different  types  of  student 
organizations  were  on  display, 
from  recreational  to  extracur- 
ricular to  social,  everything  in- 
decisive college  students  need  to 
choose  from  to  broaden  their 
horizons. 

But  what  did  I  see? 
Well,  at  the  Programs  Commit- 
tee table,  Programs  people  chat- 
ted away  about  some  future 
comedy  night  bomb.  At  one  of 
the  many  Greek  tables,  students 
wearing  letters  from  a  dead  al- 


phabet exchanged  secret  hand- 
shakes and  wore  ill-tied  neckties 
(why  do  they  even  bother?). 
And,  at  the  English  Club  table, 
myself  and  a  few  friends  from 
the  same  club  talked  literary  jive. 

So  what  type  of  picture 
does  this  paint?  Social  groups, 
once  formed  at  this  campus  are 
exclusive.  Members  are  wel- 
come, no  guests  are  allowed, 
save  for  the  youngsters  (fresh- 
men and  sophomores)  whose 
blood  is  needed  for  recruitment. 

So  yes,  I  am  a  snob, 
and  it  seems  I'm  not  alone,  be- 
cause I  really  don't  care  about 
the  majority  of  the  students  on 
campus.  It  is  not  a  superiority/ 
inferiority  thing.  I  don't  judge 
my  group  to  be  better  than  any 
other.  I  am  a  snob,  but  I'm  not 
an  egomaniac.  Snobbery  of  the 
type  that  I  practice  may  seem  to 
be  self-centered,  but  who  else  is 
going  to  look  out  for  me  besides 
myself? 

Of  course  this  argu- 
ment has  holes  you  can  drive  a 
truck  through.  I  am  not  suggest- 
ing that  there  are  no  individuals 
who  do  not  involve  themselves 
in  two  completely  opposite  so- 
cial groupings.  It  happens,  but 
what  happens  when  there  are 
conflicts  and  both  groups  are 
having  an  event  on  the  same 
night?  Which  do  you  choose 
and  which  holds  your  strongest 
allegiance? 

I  used  to  be  filled  with 
idealism.  I  used  to  thing  that  liv- 
ing a  varied  life  was  the  key  to 
success.  I  was  half  right.  Be- 
ginning life  or  college  with  var- 
ied interests  is  beneficial  be- 
cause this  helps  you  find  out 
where  you  fit  in.  Once  you  find 
your  slot,  focusing  your  energy 
and  excelling  is  the  only  way  to 
go.  Leave  everything  else  be- 
hind, it  is  of  secondary  impor- 
tance. If  you  feel  snobbish, 
don't  worry  because  this  does 
not  mean  you  are  close-minded. 

Snobbery  is  a  direct  re- 
sult of  apathy,  my  former  enemy. 
I  admit  defeat,  but  Tarn  happily 
resigned  to  be  where  I  am  and 
with  who  I  am  with.  Anything 
else  would  be  faking  it. 


reputation  as  a  place  that  cares, 
Rep.  Emile  Goguen  (D- 
Fitchburg)  bucks  the  tide  and 
states :  "I  cannot  let  these  people 
slip  through  the  cracks  of  our 
society."  And  if  the  city's  resi- 


dents aren't  entirely  shameless, 
they  will  organize  to  save  the 
Valiton  Center  for  the  homeless. 
It  all  can  begin  with  a  call  to 
Mayor  Jeffrey  Bean.  Or  is  that 
too  much  to  expect  in  these 
times? 


Wanted:  French  tutor.  Flexible 
availability.  Affordable  rates.  Call 
Katy  @  343-4640. 
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A  column  of  filth 

I  feel  compelled  to  write  this  letter  after  reading  the  article  entitled  "Practice  safe  sex: 
masturbate,"  which  appeared  in  The  Strobe  on  page  6  of  the  October  26  edition. 

In  my  opinion  this  article  is  nothing  but  three  columns  of  filth,  and  has  no  place  in  our 
college  newspaper.  What  were  the  editors  and  the  advisor  thinking  of?  Did  they  think  it  would 
bring  a  few  laughs  to  some  of  our  students?  I  believe  in  freedom  of  speech,  and  that  students 
should  be  well  informed  on  the  reasons  and  ways  to  practice  safe  sex,  but  I  also  believe  there  is 
a  time  and  place  for  everything,  and  the  article  was  totally  off  color,  serves  no  purpose  and 
should  not  have  appeared  in  our  campus  newspaper. 

I  also  think  that  the  paper  owes  Mr.  Raou)  "Reb"  Rebillard  and  Mr.  Edward  Puliafico 
an  apology.  Ed,  President  of  the  SGA,  wrote  a  beautiful  thank  you  to  Reb,  and  unfortunately,  it 
was  printed  right  along  side  of  this  most  disgusting  article. 

In  the  future,  I  would  hope  that  the  editorial  staff  and  the  advisor  to  The  Strobe  would 
be  more  selective  in  what  is  chosen  to  be  printed  in  this  paper.  If  they  think  this  is  a  good 
example  of  journalistic  writing  and  reporting,  than  I  for  one  will  never  read  it  again. 

Collette  P.  Flynn 

Secretary,  Montachusett  Economic  Center 

Masturbation  is  a  sin 

I  would  like  to  respond  to  an  article  in  last  week's  Strobe  encouraging  masturbation. 
The  article  begins  by  saying,  "The  only  true  safe  sex  is  masturbation." 

I  will  agree  that  you  cannot  get  AIDS  or  any  other  sexually  transmitted  disease  from 
masturbating.  The  article  does,  however,  fail  to  address  masturbation  as  a  moral  issue. 

Some  of  us  still  hold  the  old-fashioned  belief  that  sex  is  a  gift  from  God,  given  to 
married  couples.  Attempting  to  sexually  arouse  yourself  for  you  own  enjoyment  is,  therefore, 
a  sin.  The  Catechism  of  the  Catholic  Church  (section  2353-136)  says,  "Both  the  Magisterium 
of  the  Church  in  the  course  of  a  constant  tradition,  and  the  moral  sense  of  the  faithful  have 
firmly  maintained  that  masturbation  is  an  intrinsically  and  gravely  disordered  action."  To  put 
it  simply,  masturbation  is  a  sin. 

How  can  a  sin  be  regarded  as  safe?  Murder  or  thievery  is  not  called  safe  killing  or  safe 
stealing.  Why,  then,  is  masturbation  considered  safe  (extra-marital)  sex? 

Kristin  A.  Nealon 


Editorial  Response 


Parking  Misconceptions 


To  Todd  Finn: 

It  is  unfortunate  that 
you  feel  so  strongly  about  FSC 
Police's  ticketing  your  vehicle. 
If  I  may,  allow  me  to  rebut  some 
of  the  points  you  made  in  your 
article. 

First,  FSC  Police  is 
fully  aware  of  the  parking  situa- 
tion on  the  campus.  Although 
we  fully  agree  that  it  is  a  far  from 
perfect  situation,  that  does  not 
excuse  us  from  our  duty  of  tick- 
eting vehicles  which  are  parked 
illegally.  These  parking  rules  are 
meant  for  easing  the  parking 
problem  less,  not  worse,  as  well 
as  ensuring  safety  to  students  to 
the  best  of  our  abilities.  For  ex- 
ample, vehicles  are  ticketed  if 
they  are  parked  in  a  fire  lane, 
such  as  behind  Herlihy  Hall,  as 
well  as  for  parking  without  a 
sticker  or  the  wrong  color 
sticker. 

FSC  Police  has  a  griev- 


ance policy  for  all  tickets  and  on- 
street  fines  issued.  One  simply 
has  to  come  to  our  department 
and  fill  out  a  form  stating  why 
they  feel  they  were  issued  un- 
justly. The  ticket  will  be  "fro- 
zen" while  it  is  reviewed,  and  the 
writer  will  then  be  notified  of  the 
decision.  (The  decision  is  made 
by  a  college  official  not  affili- 
ated with  this  department,  who 
is  delegated  to  complete  this  task 
for  one  year.) 

Third,  FSC  Police  has 
a  parking  permit  policy  for  stu- 
dents bringing  guests,  using 
other  vehicles,  or  who  have 
some  problem  which  necessi- 
tates a  vehicle  being  on  campus. 

FSC  Police  has  at- 
tempted to  make  parking  avail- 
able for  as  many  students  as  pos- 
sible. For  resident  or  "green" 
sticker  students,  vehicles  need  to 
be  removed  from  the  lots  due  to 


needing  the  spaces  for  commut- 
ing students.  Of  course,  if  one 
feels  that  getting  up  at  6:30  a.m. 
to  move  one's  vehicle  is  too  tax- 
ing after  studying  late  or  work- 
ing, having  a  vehicle  on  campus 
is  not  mandatory. 

On  a  final  note,  FSC 
Police's  functions  are  much 
larger  than  simply  issuing  park- 
ing tickets.  The  Police  Officers 
at  this  department  are  respon- 
sible for  ensuring  the  safety  and 
well-being  of  the  members  of 
this  college.  Campus  Police  in- 
vestigates all  crimes  reported 
and  found  on  the  college 
grounds,  as  well  as  maintenance 
activity  such  as  parking  tickets. 

I  sincerely  hope  that 
this  has  cleared  any  misconcep- 
tions about  our  department. 

Lynn  Fluet 

FSC  Campus  Police 


*\ 


The  English  Club  will  be  holding  a  Fall  open  house  in  the  Pub  November  15 
starting  at  6  p.m.  Club  members  and  faculty  will  read  their  creative  writings.  All  are 
welcome  to  attend.  If  you  would  like  to  attend  and  read  something  of  your  own,  please 
send  it,  along  with  your  full  name,  to  FSC  Box  6701.  Thank  you. 

The  Opinion  section  needs  a  co-editor  for  next  semester  who  will  be  here  to 
take  over  next  year.  Anyone  interested  may  drop  a  line  to  The  Strobe,  Opinion  Editor, 
FSC  Box  6705. 


V. 


by  Jason  Koivu 
StrObe  staff 

First  off  I'd  like  to 
thank  Ms.  Flynn  and  Ms. 
Nealon  for  their  responses.  It's 
nice  to  receive  input  on  The 
Strobe,  no  matter  how  dated  and 
out  of  touch  it  may  be. 

"Practice  safe  sex: 
masturbate"  was  an  article 
intended  to  be  viewed  in  a 
strictly  humorous  light.  Any 
other  insight  would  be  missing 
the  point. 

As  far  as  Ms.  Flynn's 
belief  that  "there  is  a  time  and 
place  for  everything"  is 
concerned,  I  totally  agree.  And 
if  a  college  newspaper  doesn't 
fit  that  criterium  then  we  are 
working,  studying  and  generally 
living  in  a  very  sterile 
environment,  an  existence  I 
don't  want  any  part  of.  College 
newspapers  are  meant  to  be 
liberal  outlets  for  the  students. 

In  this  day  and  age  the 
morality  of  masturbation  would 
seem  to  be  the  least  of  our 
troubles.  However,  I'd  like  to 
point  out  that  the  masturbation 


article,  as  Ms.  Flynn  noted, 
appeared  in  the  October  26 
edition,  one  day  before  AIDS 
Awareness  Day.  The  theme 
could  not  have  been  more 
appropriate,  and  I'd  like  to  add 
that  the  article  would  not  have 
been  published  if  it  were  not  for 
that  reason. 

I  personally  apologize 
to  Mr.  Rebillard  and  Mr. 
Puliafico  for  any  distress  it  may 
have  caused.  No  offense  was 
intentionally  directed  at  them. 

If  Ms.  Flynn  no  longer 
wishes  to  read  The  Strobe,  that's 
her  business.  She  will,  however, 
be  missing  out  on  some  of  the 
best  "journalistic  writing  and 
reporting"  this  college  paper  has 
seen  in  some  time.  The  Strobe 
is  comprised  of  a  competent 
staff,  made  so  by  the  constantly 
improving  classes  in  journalism 
offered  by  the  English 
Department,  as  well  as  by  the 
number  of  staffers  with  "real" 
newspaper  experience  and  the 
hordes  of  energetic  contributing 
writers,  all  eager  to  be  a  part  of 
this  liberal  endeavor  to 
enlighten,  educate  and  entertain. 


by  Leo  Bray 
Strobe  staff 

I,  too,  would  like  to 
thank  Ms.  Flynn  for  her  letter 
concerning  Jason's  article  on 
masturbation.  It's  great  to  have 
people  be  so  concerned  as  to 
share  their  opinion.  That's  what 
this  section  should  be  for. 

Ms.  Flynn  questioned 
what  the  editors  and  faculty 
advisor  of  The  Strobe  were 
thinking  when  they  ran  this 
article.  Firstly,  I'd  like  to  inform 
Ms.  Flynn,  and  anyone  else 
who's  confused  on  this  point, 
that  our  faculty  advisor  does  just 
what  his  name  suggests:  he 
advises  us.  This  paper  is  run  by 
students,  and  we  make  the 
decisions  concerning  what  to 
print  within  our  own 
organization,  all  by  our  big 
selves. 

I  happened  to  hear  a 
faculty  member  complimenting 
Jason  on  the  article  and  saying, 
"Thanks  for  the  tip!"  So 
apparently  this  is  not  a  strictly 
generational  difference  of 
opinion. 

As  far  as  the  questions 
of  what  a  visiting  parent  would 
think  of  the  article,  or  if  said 
parent  would  allow  their  son  or 
daughter  to  attend  this  college 
after  having  read  the  piece,  let 
me  tell  you  about  my  Mom.  She 
hasn't  seen  the  article  yet,  but  I 
know  she'd  laugh  just  as  much 
as  I  did  at  it. 

She,  a  widowed 
mother  of  six  who  has  a  Masters 
in  Education,  has  quite  a  sense 


of  humor.  She  would  have 
recognized  the  article  for  what 
it  was  —  a  joke.  Jason  made  it 
very  clear  to  me  from  the  outset 
that  he  would  only  want  the 
article  to  appear  the  week  of 
AIDS  Awareness  Day.  It  was  a 
timely,  humorous  take  on  a 
scary,  serious  topic. 

As  far  as  perceiving  the 
page  layout  as  an  attack  aimed 
at  either  Reb  or  Ed,  with  all  due 
respect  to  Ms.  Flynn,  that's 
ludicrous.  Although  he  was 
gracious  enough  to  apologize  to 
Reb  and  Ed  for  any 
misunderstanding,  Jason  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  layout  of 
that  section. 

The  second  response 
we  received,  from  Ms.  Nealon, 
is  also  welcome  and  much 
appreciated.  Since  the 
beginning  of  the  semester,  I  have 
hoped  for  such  a  letter.  This  is 
not  to  say  that  I  crave  negative 
feedback  on  my  section; 
however,  input  of  any  type  or 
opinion  is  certainly  welcome. 

Ms.  Nealon  draws  an 
analogy  between  masturbation 
and  murder  or  thievery.  While 
any  analogy  is  to  some  degree 
imperfect,  this  one  misses  in  a 
vital  sense;  masturbation  is  a 
victimless  "crime."  With  all  due 
respect  to  the  beliefs  and 
practices  of  Ms.  Nealon,  we  all 
have  our  own  routines.  While 
her  belief  structure  may  serve 
her  quite  well,  she  must  realize 
that  other  people  see  things 
differently.  Diversity  cannot  be 
equated  with  sin. 
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Festival  shows  off  talent 


by  Kelly  Amico 
Contributing  writer 

Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege hosted  The  Intercollegiate 
Band  Festival  in  Weston  Audi- 
torium on  Wednesday,  Nov.  2. 

The  bands  that  per- 
formed at  the  festival  were,  in 
order  of  appearance,  Fitchburg 
State  College  Band,  Salem 
State  College  Band,  Northeast- 
em  University  Concert  Band 
and  Westfield  State  College 
Wind  Symphony. 

Fitchburg  State's  per- 
formance, conducted  by  Dr. 
Frank  Patterson,  began  ener- 
getically with  "The  Gallant 
Seventh  (March)"  by  John 
Philip  Sousa.  A  pair  of  con- 
trasting pavanes  followed  the 
march.  The  first,  "Pavane  Puor 
Une  Infante  Defunte"  by 
Maurice  Ravel,  was  written  for 
princesses,  to  remember  the 
past.  The  second,  "Pavane 


from  Symphonette  No. 2"  by 
Morton  Gould,  was  more  jazzy, 
to  remember  things  of  the 
present.  The  band  ended  the 
half  hour  performance  with 
"Emperata  Overture"  by 
Claude  T.  Smith. 

Dr.  Patterson,  state 
chairman  of  the  College  Band 
Director's  National  Associa- 
tion, said  that  this  festival  has 
been  going  on  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century. 

"I  am  looking  forward 
to  showing  our  band  this  year, 
because  it  has  grown."  said  Dr. 
Patterson.  He  said  that  because 
FSC  does  not  have  a  music  ma- 
jor in  its  curriculum,  the  band 
is  special  in  that  the  players  are 
from  varied  majors. 

"The  band  festival 
gives  small  colleges,  like  FSC, 
a  chance  to  get  together  with- 
out competing."  says  Dr. 
Patterson.  He  says  the  colleges 
performing  are  all  on  the  same 


Ricki  rises  to  the  top 


by  Randy  Miner 
Strobe  staff 

Many  people  were 
skeptical  of  the  once-actress, 
now-turned-talk  show  hostess, 
Ricki  Lake,  when  she  received 
her  own  show.  People  then  did 
not  know  what  to  expect.  Sur- 
prisingly, since  the  show  began 
a  year  ago,  it  has  been  rated  the 
second  highest  daytime  show, 
right  behind  "Oprah". 

Lake's  success  is 
mainly  due  to  her  target  at  the 
younger  adult  audience.  Only 
being  in  her  mid-twenties,  Lake 
can  better  relate  to  the  younger 
generation,  which  separates  her 
from  all  other  talk-show  hosts. 

Lake  deals  with  real 
problems  through  everyday 
people.  She  hits  such  probing 
topics  as  "My  husband  cheats 
and  I  want  to  confront  him,"  to 


"I  want  to  divorce  my  parents." 
Her  guests  are  not  afraid  to  bear 
their  souls  in  front  of  millions  of 
people  everyday,  while  on  other 
shows,  such  as  Sally's,  who  are 
usually  dressed  in  disguise. 

Lake's  show  is  differ- 
ent from  the  rest  for  the  reason 
that  it  is  more  laid  back.  Where 
in  Oprah's  audience  would  you 
find  people  booting  guests  off 
the  stage?  Or  when  did 
Rolanda's  guests  get  into  cat 
fights,  where  hair  is  pulled  out 
and  every  other  word  is  bitch? 

Ricki  first  appeared  in 
the  saucy  movie  "Hairspray," 
which  brought  her  first  fame. 
And  like  other  talk-show  hosts, 
she  also  lost  an  enormous 
amount  of  weight  before  she 
began  her  show.  You  can  now 
see  the  slimmed-down  Lake, 
enjoying  her  ichieved  spodight. 


WXPL's  Top  10 

Most  Requested  Artists  of  the  Past  Week 


1.  Giant  Lee  Buffalo 

2.  Lucious  Jackson 
3.  Magna  Pop 

4.  Blur 

5.  Michael  Petak 

5.  Smashing  Pumpkins 

7.  Cranberries 

8.  Sebadoh 

9.  Veruga  Salt 

10.  Killing  Joke 


level  of  ability.  After  the  per- 
formance the  bands  are  able  to 
talk  to  exchange  different 
ideas.  Dr.  Patterson  states  the 
"band  festival  is  for  colleges 
that  don't  usually  go  to  band 
festivals." 

In  the  past  the  FSC 
band  has  traveled  to  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Eastern 
Canada  and  even  to  parts  of 
Europe.  "Because  of  lack  of 
funds  we  are  unable  to  travel 
anymore."  said  Dr.  Patterson. 
The  FSC  band  supports  itself 
from  ticket  sales  and  dona- 
tions only.  These  proceeds  go 
to  new  music  and  to  pay  for 
custodians  and  facilities. 

The  FSC  band  is  in 
the  planning  stage  for  its  an- 
nual Christmas  Concert  at 
7:30  p.m.  Wednesday,  Dec.  7 
at  the  Weston  Auditorium.  In 
April  of  next  year,  a  Centen- 
nial Alumni  Reunion  will  be 
held  for  past  band  members. 


Radioland  Murders 
offbeat  laughs 


by  Karen  Murphy 
Staff  writer 

"Radioland  Murders" 
is  a  re-creation  of  a  1939  Chi- 
cago radio  station,  WBN.  A 
popular  cast  of  off-beat  charac- 
ters dominate  the  film,  ranging 
from  Mary  Stuart  Masterson  to 
George  Burns,  Brian  Benben 
("Dream  On"),  and  Christopher 
Lloyd,  who  plays  an  ingenious 
Foley  stage  technician. 

This  film  opens  and 
ends  on  a  chaotic  first  night  at 
the  radio  station.  It's  seconds  to 
air  in  front  of  a  national  listen- 
ing audience  and  a  live  studio 
audience,  and  the  scripts  were 
just  sent  back  for  rewrites.  Ev- 
eryone is  panicking  and  the  ac- 
tors are  on  stage  without  scripts. 

The  night  continues  on 


this  rocky  road  with  a  twist;  a 
serial  murderer  is  killing  off  the 
radio  station's  personnel  during 
the  airing  of  the  show.  "The 
show  must  go  on,"  and  Roger 
(Benden),  the  main  character/ 
head-writer  for  the  show  gets 
caught  up  in  the  murder  mystery. 
He  goes  on  a  wild  rampage  try- 
ing to  help  the  police  find  the 
killer,  only  to  become  a  suspect 
himself.  He  eludes  the  police  by 
disguising  himself  in  many  ob- 
noxious backstage  costumes. 
The  happy  ending  includes  find- 
ing the  murderer,  and  saving  his 
marriage  to  the  station's  secre- 
tary Penny  (Masterson). 

This  off-beat  comedy 
was  directed  by  Mel  Smith  and 
written  and  produced  by  George 
Lucas.  If  you  have  extra  cash  on 
hand,  go  see  this  film. 
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by  Rob  Haneisen 
Strobe  staff 

Dinosaur  Jr.:  "Without  a  Sound" 
***l/2 

Fuzzy,  distorted  sound 
and  mumble-bumble,  distraught 
vocals  actually  make  for  a  great 
album  by  Dinosaur  Jr. 

Their  latest  release, 
"Without  a  Sound",  has  many 
levels  of  success  from  a  band 
who  sounds  like  they're  not  even 
trying  that  hard.  But  this  works! 
The  raw,  fumbled  sound  of  many 
of  the  songs  gives  them  a  more 
honest  feeling.  Anything  tight 
and  clean  would  not  sound  as 
emotional. 

On  the  song  "I  Don't 
Think  So",  lead  singer  J.  Mascis 
practically  sobs  through  the  song 
about  a  departed  lover. 

All  is  not  lost  as  Mascis 
comes  back  on  the  track,  "Yeah 


Right",  by  admitting  that  it's  all 
right  to  admit  pain  and  that  the 
pain  eventually  goes 
away...maybe.  "Thought  I  could 
live  without  it/  Well,  that's  no 
big  surprise... yeah,  right." 

Things  get  redundant 
on  "Outta  Hand,"  an  overdone 
lovesick  plea.  Enough  already! 
How  much  heartache  can  one 
take? 

A  break  from  the 
downtrodden  comes  on  "Grab 
It,"  a  thoroughly  rocking  song 
that  pounds  along  quite  well. 

But  back  to  sadness. 
"Mind  Glow"  is  a  beautiful 
song,  but  it's  depressing  with  its 
futile  lyrics  of  failure.  My 
favorite  song  is  easily  "Get  Out 
of  This".  There  is  still  that  air 
of  sadness,  but  for  the  first  time, 
we  hear  a  bit  of  hope.  "And  I 
saw  you/  it  was  the  hardest  thing/ 
I  started  shaking  wondering 


where  you  came  from.. .and  it 
figures  that  the  only  thing  I 
want's  already  taken."  But  he 
goes  on  trying  to  convince  the 
woman  to  leave  her  man  and 
become  Mascis'  love. 

Musically,  "Get  Out  of 
This"  is  a  great  rock  song, 
ending  with  a  drawn  out  guitar 
solo  that  almost  sounds  Allman 
Brotherish.  The  whole  song 
sounds  like  the  search  for  love, 
which  I  suppose  is  the  theme  of 
this  album. 

This  is  my  first  taste  of 
Dinosaur  Jr.  I  found  their  slacker 
attitude  to  work  most  of  the  time. 
A  few  of  their  more  up  tempo 
songs  like  "On  the  Brink" 
sounded  like  Blues  Traveler 
which  is  rather  strange  for  a 
grunge/alternative  band. 
However,  I  look  forward  to 
Dinosaur  Jr.  albums  from  the 
past. 


REM  puts  out  a  "Monster 


ft 


by  Joe  Viola 
Staff  writer 

REM  :  "Monster" 

**** 

Some  bands  change  as 
th«y  become  successful.  REM 
has  been  a  mainstay  on  the  air- 
waves for  quite  a  while,  and  their 
popularity  has  grown  immensely 
from  album  to  album.  Their  style 
has  changed  quite  a  bit  as  the 
years  have  passed  by.  They  used 
to  be  this  neat  band  that  played 
'that  cool  college  music'  There 
wasn't  a  lot  of  variety  from  song 
to  song,  and  every  tune  was  care- 
free and  flowed  smoothly.  But 
as  REM  matured,  so  did  their 
style.  If  you  compare  old  to  new, 
you  can  see  the  dramatic 
changes  in  style  that  have  made 
them  one  of  the  most  popular 
bands  of  the  past  decade  or  so. 


Monster,  their  latest 
release  is  a  pretty  good  collec- 
tion of  numbers  that  are  as  good 
or  better  than  any  of  REM's 
material  to  date.  Particularly 
drawing  is  the  new  style  of  ac- 
companiment that  Michael  Stipe 
and  company  have  used  with 
regularity  on  this  release.  The 
guitar  playing  is  eerily  distorted 
on  a  few  songs,  and  it's  twang  is 
almost  reminiscent  of  what  you 
might  hear  on  a  Jesus  and  Mary 
Chain  song.  Songs  like  "What's 
the  Frequency,  Kenneth"  and 
"Star  69"  are  proof  of  my  point. 
I  don't  like  to  use  the  word 
'hard'  as  a  reference  to  how  in- 
tensely a  band  plays,  but  lets  just 
say  that  there  seems  to  be  more 
of  an  attitude  in  REM's  music 
these  days.  A  pretty  good  cut 
which  seems  concerned  with  the 
placement  of  blame  in  failed  re- 
lationships between  men  and 


women,  is  "Bang  and  Blame." 
Monster  isn't  my  fa- 
vorite release  from  REM,  but  I 
honestly  do  appreciate  the 
progress  they've  made.  If  you 
listen  to  a  lot  of  music  you  can 
see  that  bands  remain  success- 
ful when  they  change  just 
enough  from  album  to  album  to 
keep  their  listeners  happy.  Va- 
riety is  the  hallmark  of  a  great 
band  (check  out  their  first  al- 
bum.) There  are  easily  four  or 
five  great  songs  on  this  album, 
with  a  few  more  that  fall  into 
the  'good'  category.  There  is 
alway  a  fear  that  a  quick  release 
from  a  well  known  band  would 
pin  all  hopes  of  success  on  their 
name,  but  these  concerns  are 
wiped  away  as  soon  as  the  tape 
hits  the  player.  If  you  are  an 
REM  fan,  then  I  strongly  sug- 
gest that  you  add  this  album  to 
your  collection. 


t N 

The  MSesame  Street11  Music  Rating  System 

*  -  Bob:  the  guy  you  always  wondered  about... 
**  -  The  rumor  of  Ernie's  death  (Man,  what  was  that  all  about?) 


*** 


The  "Nu  Nu  Nu  Nu  Nu"  Typewriter  guy  (Ditto,  from  above) 


****  -  The  "Yep!  Yep!"  alien  dudes. 

*****  -  The  Big  Bird/Snuffaluffagus  Saga:  it  was  frustratingly 
intriguing  from  a  5  year  old's  perspective. 


^. 


Hakim    Bey's  "T.A.Z.": 
a  redundant  release 


by  Jason  Koivu 
Strobe  staff 

Hakim  Bey:  "T.A.Z. 

* 


The  attempt  at  aggres- 
sive poetry  on  Hakim  Bey's 
"T.A.Z."  can  be  summed  up  as 
awful  offal. 

The  theme  of  this  re- 
lease is  chaos,  revolution,  and 
anti-establishment  ideals,  all  of 
which  are  interesting -topics, 
but  old  ones.  This  stuff  might 
impress  high  school  students 
with  its  dangerous  sounding 
phrases,  but  people  grow  up 
(and  maybe  that's  not  such  a 
good  thing.)  "Poetic  Ter- 
rorism," for  example,  maps  out 
a  method  to  revolute  against 
the  daily  grind  by  using  art  as 
a  weapon.  The  image  one  con- 
jures is  of  pimple-faced  teen- 
age rioters  taking  to  the  streets 
wielding  Picasso's  as  shields 
and  hurling  projectile  Ming 
vases.  But  the  intent  is  to  shock 
the  artistic  mainstream  and  the 
public  in  general  with  pirate 
radio  tactics,  subway  graffiti, 
and  courthouse  bathroom  wall 
scribblings. 


On  "Boycott  Cop  Cul- 
ture" the  topic  is  the  TV  show 
"America's  Most  Wanted."  It's 
ten  minutes  and  thirty-eight  sec- 
onds of  cop  bashing  and  a  con- 
demnation of  the  public's  sur- 
render to  the  good  cop/bad  cop 
syndrome.  "Car  54,"  "Robo 
Cop,"  "Dirty  Harry,"  and  Eddie 
Murphy  are  all  targets. 

At  times  "T.A.Z." 
sounds  like  "The  Greatest  Hits 
of  Kerouac,  Ginsberg,  and 
Burroughs,"  although  at  a  far 
lesser  quality.  It's  like  Albert 
Camus  explaining  a  philosophy 
that's  already  there:  the  effort 
is  guided  by  the  past.  It's  not 
wrong,  just  outdated.  At  times 
it  gets  sarcastic  and  overly  dra- 
matic, the  way  Jim  Morrison 
did  on  "An  American  Prayer." 
There  is  even  background 
musak  used  to  compliment  and 
emphasis  the  apparent  impor- 
tance of  the  poetry,  such  as  the 
Doors  did  to  Morrison's  work 
after  he  was  dead. 

The  words  'hakim' 
and  'bey'  are  Arabic  and  Turk- 
ish, meaning  wise,  philosophi- 
cal ruler.  However,  the  only 
thing  this  release  has  a  com- 
mand over  is  a  decent  thesau- 
rus. 


Megadeth  comes  back,  big  time! 


by  Keith  E.  Gerrard 
Staff  writer 


ithanasta" 


jas  done  it  again.  Although  many 


bum,  Megadeth  gives  us  the  cios 
since  'TPeaee  ScDsn  Itself. 

With  his  cartful  and  cai 
cracks  at  his  sanity,  a  few  relai 
But  in  the  process  gives  us  a  kid 
tag  us  that  heroes  can't  die,  we  <i 
that  "The  sleeping  feel  no  more  | 
scarred." 

It's  a  killer,  no  pun.  Pic 


Underground  NIW 


by  Keith  E.  Gerrard 
Staff  writer 

Many  people  know  a 
lot  about  Nine  Inch  Nails,  but 
how  much  do  they  know  about 
Trent  Reznor's  singles,  remixes 
and  bootlegs?  Probably  more 
than  I  do,  but  I'm  going  to  write 
about  them  anyway.  Every  week 
I'll  pick  a  new  single,bootleg,  or 
album  and  have  some  fun  with 
it.  I'm  also  going  to  try  to  write 
about  other  bands  and  artists 
Reznor  has  helped  or  appeared 
with,  like  Megadeath  or  Tori 
Amos. 

This  week  I  want  to 


talk  about  "Fixed".  No,  that's 
not  a  typo,  I  said  "Fixed".  Most 
people  I've  met  who  do  know 
about  NIN  don't  even  know 
about  "Fixed."  There  are  only 
six  songs  on  this  relatively 
hard  to  find  release,  but  they 
are  dandy's.  Great  remixes  of 
"Wish",  two  great  versions  of 
"Gave  up"  and  a  lethal  mix  of 
"Happiness  in  slavery".  If  you 
see  "Fixed"  kicking  around 
your  friendly  neighborhood 
record  store,  pick  it  up.  If  you 
can't  find  a  copy,  send  me  a 
blank  tape  and  I'll  make  one 
for  you. 
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At  $8,395,    you    11    nave 
plenty    of    money    lelt   lor   gas. 
At    44  mpg/city7 
ou    might    not    need    it. 


y< 


s 


1  lie    newest    Cxeo.     JVjLetro7    Jrom    $8y395* 

Metro   Coupe  gets   an    EPA   est.    JVLPG  of  A  A    in   tke   city   and  -4  9    on   tke   highway. 

♦   A.  "warranty   covers  JM.etro  from   one  end   to   tke   next. 

And   that  *   witk   no   deductible.  .  .    zero.  .  .    none  whatsoever.'  ♦ 

♦   JVietro   comes  witk  first-time   buyer  assistance,     ♦ 

4>    v-ret   to   know   tke   newest   Geo.    _M.etro.    At  your   Okevrolet/Geo   dealer  s.  ♦ 

♦   "Want  to   know   more?   Give   us   a   call.    l-«0  0-G-et-2  -Ano.  ♦ 

G  E'T     T  O     K  N  O  w 


xxx  ^  t:  x*  o 
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From  the 

Locker  Room 

Nobody  '$  asking?  but... 

By  Todd  Finn 
Strobe  Staff    ' 

*  I  don't  know  about  anyone  else,  but  I  need  to  see  a 
NHL  hockey  game  NOWf!  One  more  day  of  bearing  my 
roommate  play  Sega  Hockey  or  seeing  Ice  Gat  T-SWrts 
on  campus  will  force  me  to  settle  this  whole  strike  thing 
my  way.  I'll  get  each  NHL  owner  and  playeiy  shove  them 
into  the  Wallace  Civic  Center^  and  hire  the  Bee  Gees  to 
come  play  for  boors  and  boors  until  they  can't  take  it 
anymore  and  agree  to  play  hockey  agam. 

*  The  best  decision  made  on  the  part  of  FSC  Athletics 
this  year  was  to  create  a  Junior  Varsity  basketball 
program.  After  last  years  fiasco,  it's  comforting  to  know 
that  the  coaching  staff  wfl!  be  covered  with  some  insurance 
players  m  case  of  ineligibility  or  Injuries.  Looking  at  all 
of  the  other  successful  programs  in  the  area,  the  common 
denominator  is  that  they  all  have  a  JV  program.  Cooid 
this  be  the  year? 

*  Only  45  more  weeks  until  the  1995  field  hockey  season! 
I'M  SO  PSYCHED! 

*  If  we  ever  came  up  with  some  money  for  additional 
sports  at  FSC*  I  would  like  to  see  Men's  Volleyball, 
lacrosse,  and  crew.  Sometimes  I  wonder  how  Bridgewater 
State  funds  their  additional  programs  while  we  can't 

*  How  come  the  Falcon  gets  to  be  our  mascot?  Why  not 
a  down  comforter?  It  has  a  lot  more  feathers  than  a 
falcon,  and  it  doesn't  have  those  dangerous  claws. 

*  Some  people  think  that  this  "Locker  Room"  column  is 
just  a  place  for  me  to  bitch  and  moan  about  things  that 
bother  me.  Some  people  think  that  as  the  Sports  Editor, 
I  should  keep  everybody  happy  and  write  happy  little 
things  about  what  happened  over  the  happy  week.  All  I 
have  to  say  is  tbat  there  are  more  of  us  who  can  take  the 
stench  of  a  locker  room  than  those  who  are  off  ended  by 
if,  so  if  you  think  this  column  stinks,  just  remember... 
Nobody  Asked. 

*  As  a  result  of  last  Saturday's  Heavyweight 
Championship  Fight,  George  Foreman  is  now  the  new 
World's  Champion.  Don't  get  me  wrong,  I  think  he's 
one  hell  of  a  tough  guy,  but  Pm  kind  of  bummed  out 
because  this  means  that  old  people  all  across  the  country 
wilt  start  picking  fights  for  no  reason,  and  my  Dad  now 
thinks  that  be  can  kick  my  ass  againf 

*  Would  it  be  possible  to  organize  an  Olympic  style 
competition  between  different  residence  halls,  student 
organizations,  and  clubs?  If  someone  started  working 
on  it  now,  we  could  get  sponsors,  media  coverage,  and  be 
able  to  look  toward  to  a  fun  weekend  in  the  spring.  Just 
think...  volleyball  tug  of  war,  relays,  obstacle  courses, 
stupid  stuff,  funny  stuff,  and  toil  gait  parties.  Anyone? 
Anyone?: 

*  Dear  FSC  Football:  Thank  you  for  that  third  win,  and 
consequently  that  third  beer.  I'm  betting  that  next  year, 
I'll  see  an  entire  six  pack,  which  is  legal  for  consumption 
in  my  room  here  on  campus.  Please  don't  win  seven 
games,  though,  because  Pd  bate  to  be  written  up  for  that 
extra  beer.  Thanks. 


'  The  English  Department  presents  Auditions  for  "The  Importance  " 
of  Being  Earnest"  by  Oscar  Wilde  on  Monday,  November  14/ 
Wednesday,  November  16  at  7:00  pm  in  Percival  Auditorium. 

The  Fourth  Multicultural  Harvest  Luncheon  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  November  16  at  Holmes  Dining  Commons.  The 
Luncheon  will  be  served  from  11:15  a.m  until  1:15  p.m.  The 
cost  is  $5.00  for  commuter  students,  faculty,  staff  and  guests. 
For  resident  students  on  the  meal  plan  there  is  no  charge.  Come 
join  us  and  enjoy  a  "cornucopia  of  delights  from  around  the 

\ world." 


Falcons  end  season 
on  winning  note 


Wire  Service 

Boston  -  Jason  Dyer 
ran  for  one  touchdown  and  threw 
for  another  as  Fitchburg  State 
defeated  UMass-Boston,  21-14, 
to  post  its  first  three-win  season 
ever. 

The  Falcons,  who  had 
lost  six  straight  games,  finished 
their  season  3-6.  UMass-Boston 
fell  to  0-8. 

"This  was  a  big  for  our 
program,  the  first  time  we  have 
won  more  than  two  games," 
Fitchburg  State  coach  Mike 
Woessner  said.     "This  was 


important  for  us  as  a  stepping 
stone  to  show  our  improvement. 
Hopefully,  next  year  that 
improvement  will  continue  into 
a  winning  season.  I  am  very 
pleased  for  our  seniors,  who 
were  able  to  go  out  on  a  high 
note." 

Dyer,  who  completed 
11  of  32  passes  for  183  yards, 
got  the  Falcons  on  the  board 
when  he  went  the  final  six  yards 
on  a  keeper  for  a  6-0  Fitchburg 
lead  at  6:20  of  the  first  quarter. 

The  Falcon  defense 
then  went  to  work.  Chad  Parks 
tackled  Rich  Mroz  in  the  end 


zone  for  a  safety  and  an  8-0  lead. 
After  the  hosts  tied  the  score  on 
a  32-yard  pass  from  Mike 
Moreno  to  Vic  Witcher  and  a 
two-point  conversion,  Fitchburg 
defender  Dave  Mambro 
recovered  a  fumble  in  the  end 
zone  and  Jack  Naylor  booted  the 
PAT  for  a  15-8  lead  at  the  half. 
UMB  cut  the  margin  to 
one  at  15-14  in  the  third  quarter 
on  a  six-yard  pass  from  Moreno 
to  Lindskog  before  Fitchburg 
put  the  game  away  in  the  fourth 
quarter  on  a  32-yard  pass  from 
Dyer  to  Dan  Verdier. 


Sultans,  cont.  from  pg.  12 

to  the  team  is  speed,  speed,  and 
speed.  With  recruits  out  of 
Pinkerton  Academy,  Don  Bosco, 
Franklin  Pierce,  Lynn  Classical, 
Winchendon,  and  Philadelphia, 
the  Mighty  Falcons  will  look  to 
fly  up  and  down  the  floor  with  a 
backyard  style  fastbreak  and 
hard  hitting  half  court  game. 

Assistant  coach  Nick 
Pappas,  a  star  point  guard  out  of 
Anna  Maria  College,  has  been 
able  to  harness  the  talents  of  the 
guards.  Understanding  that 
some  are  shooters,  some  are  ball 
handlers  and  some  are  drivers, 


he  has  an  interesting  job  to 
perform.  Randy  Bullock,  a  post 
player  coach,  has  been  working 
with  the  forwards  and  centers  in 
an  attempt  to  beef  up  the  inside 
threat. 

In  the  team's  first  two 
scrimmages,  it  has  been  obvious 
that  Boncci  will  be  running  a 
tight  ship  this  year,  playing  94 
feet  of  defense  and  looking  for 
what  he  calls  a  good  shot.  The 
Falcons  have  looked  impressive 
against  Quinsiggamond, 
Atlantic  Union,  and  Massasoit, 
but  the  true  test  will  begin  on 
November  28th  at  home  against 
Wentworth      Institute      of 


Technology. 

Yes,  change  is  always 
good.  You  can  change  the 
uniforms,  scoreboards,  and 
names,  but  you  need  to  change 
the  attitude  in  order  to  make  a 
losing  team  into  a  champion. 
Coach  Boncci  has  always  been 
a  master  of  hoop,  but  now  he  has 
the  right  tools  with  which  to 
work  as  he  transforms  this  team 
into  what  could  be  the  most 
exciting  group  of  players  in  the 
MASCAC.  Just  get  ready  to  be 
shocked,  and  bring  your  game 
program  to  the  bleachers  with 
you.  This  is  not  the  same  team. 
Things  have  really  changed  in 
Fitchburg. 


SPRING  BREAK  '95 

SELL  TRIPS,  EARN  CASH  &  GO  FREE!!!  Student  Travel 
Services  is  now  hiring  campus  representatives.  Lowest  rates  to 
Jamaica,  Cancun,  Daytona  and  Panama  City  Beach.  Call  1-800- 
648-4849. 
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Tie  Strobt  All  Star  Te 


By  Todd  Finn 
Strobe  Staff 


It's  that  time  of  the 
year,  once  again.  I  like  to  call  it 
the  limbo  season,  as  we  are 
caught  between  fall  and  winter, 
with  many  eventless  days  upon 
us  as  sports  fans  at  FSC. 

The  football  gear  has 
been  safely  packed  away  like  old 
ornaments  from  a  Christmas 
tree.  Field  hockey  sticks  have 
been  collecting  dust  in  the 
corners  of  rooms  all  over 
campus.  Soccer  cleats  have 
been  pounded  together,  as  the 
caked-  on  mud  from  games  gone 
by  fall  to  the  ground  before  the 
shoes  are  stored  underneath  a 
Falcon's  bed  for  yet  another  six 
months.  It's  getting  a  bit  too 
cold  to  throw  on  some  shorts  and 
run  in  a  cross  country  meet,  and 
the  gym  that  once  housed  the 
volleyball  team  is  now  a  new 
home  for  the  basketball  players. 

The  Fall  Athletic 
Season  is  over,  and  it  is  time  to 
recognize  all  of  those  athletes 
who  made  the  '94  season  so 
memorable. 

With  seven  sports  to 
cover  and  an  extremely  limited 
amount  of  sports  writers  to  cover 
them,  it  has  been  a  weekly 
challenge  for  me  to  please  every 
team  with  an  impressive  write  up 
or  flashy  pictures.  If  I  didn't 
carry  a  full  course  load,  work 
weekends  and  play  basketball 
myself,  maybe  this  Sports 
Section  would  have  been  more 


satisfying  to  those  who  felt 
neglected.  (No  complaints  from 
the  field  hockey  team,  though!) 
Therefore,  as  a  tribute  to  every 
team  who  donned  the  green  and 
gold  for  the  past  three  months,  I 
have  selected  the  first  Strobe  All 
Star  Team  for  the  1994  Fall 
Season. 

Two  athletes  from  each 
team  will  be  profiled  over  the 
next  two  weeks.  These  athletes 
were  named  as  All  Stars  because 
of  their  outstanding 
performance,  teamwork,  and 
dedication.  This  week,  the 
Football  and  Field  Hockey  All 
Stars  will  be  congratulated,  as 
they  have  strived  to  represent 
our  college  with  heroic  efforts 
and  feats  of  champions. 

In  Division  Three 
Athletics,  one  can't  expect  much 
more  than  a  pat  on  the  back  at 
the  end  of  a  season.  Believe  me, 
if  we  had  the  resources  to  do 
more  for  these  All  Stars,  surely 
we  would.  So  to  Michael  Barry, 
Jason  Dyer,  Wendy  Gagliani  and 
Tina  Leger,  I  leave  you  this 
entire  week  to  be  carried  around 
in  back  packs,  gym  bags,  and 
school  books.  Somewhere, 
somebody  on  campus  may  cut 
out  your  picture  and  hang  it  on 
the  refrigerator.  Bored  students 
will  opt  to  read  about  you  instead 
of  listen  to  that  geography 
lecture.  You  deserve  whatever 
positive  recognition  I  can  give 
you,  as  you  have  given  me  more 
than  three  months  of  memories. 
This  is  your  issue. 
Congratulations. 


The  Sultans  of  Slam 


By  Todd  Finn 
Strobe  Staff 

They  say  that  if  you 
don't  like  the  weather  in  New 
England,  you  should  just  stick 
around  for  a  few  hours  because 
it's  bound  to  change.  If  you 
don't  like  your  senator, 
representative  or  president,  you 
can  just  wait  a  few  years  as  the 
faces  are  bound  to  change.  You 
can  change  banks,  schools, 
girlfriends,  boyfriends,  and 
hairstyles.  Hell,  you  can  even 
change  your  name  to  some 
unpronounceable  symbol  and 
get  away  with  it  these  days. 

Knowing  that  change 
is  in  the  air  and  the  winning  spirit 
is  back  in  Fitchburg,  someone, 
somewhere,  decided  to  make  a 
change  on  the  hard  wood  floors 
in  Parkinson  Gymnasium. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I  give 
you  the  new  and  improved 
Fitchburg  State  College 
Basketball    Team:      please 


welcome  the  Mighty  Falcons. 

After  a  disappointing 
4-21  season  last  year,  Coach  Bob 
Boncci  has  put  together  a 
marvelous  mix  of  veterans  and 
recruits.  With  the  addition  of  a 
new  assistant  coach,  a  Junior 
Varsity  team,  and  a  total  new 
theory  of  coaching  in  the 
MASCAC,  the  Sultans  of  Slam 
will  look  to  surprise  all  those 
who  remember  FSC  as  a 
perineal  pushover. 

Returning  to  the  lineup 
will  be  captain  Richard  Harding, 
who  needs  only  97  points  in 
order  to  reach  the  1,000  point 
milestone.  This  snapshooting 
guard  has  carried  the  team  in  the 
past,  but  will  have  a  lot  of  weight 
lifted  with  the  new 
reinforcements  brought  in  by 
Boncci  and  Crew.  Also  back  are 
forwards  Tasos  Tempos,  Adam 
Connery,  Jamie  Margoopis,  and 
Todd  Finn. 

What  has  been  added 

Cont.  on  pg.  11 


Tina  Leger  and  Wendy  Gagliani 


photo  by  Todd  Film 


Wendy  Gagliani,  Forward,  Field  Hockey 

Year:  Junior 

Major:  Nursing 

Hometown:  Medway 

Favorite  Moment:  3-1  win  over  Salem  State  after  losing  3  in  a  row. 

Quote:  "The  toughest  opponent  you'll  ever  face  doesn't  wear  a  uniform.  It's  the  voice  that  says, 

"That's  not  good  enough'.  When  you  hear  it,  you'll  know  that  the  hard  work  has  only  just  begun." 

Tina  Leger,  Halfback,  Field  Hockey 

Year:  Junior 

Major:  Sociology 

Hometown:  Leominster 

Favorite  Moment:  Erika  Klimko's  1st  goal  off  a  penalty  corner. 

Personal  Moment:  Scored  2nd  goal  vs.  Framingham  ("I  never  felt  so  unstoppable.") 

Quote:  "Losing  isn't  so  bad  as  long  as  you  contributed  to  the  team  the  most  you  could.  (Of  course 

it  always  feels  better  to  win!)" 


Mike  Barry  and  Jason  Dyer 


photo  by  Todd  Finn 


Jason  Dyer,  Quarterback,  FSC  Football 

Year:  Freshman 

Hometown:  Edgartown,  MA  (Martha's  Vinyard) 

Favorite  Moment:  Team  Dinners 

All  Star  Stats:  Leads  FSC  in  pass  completions,  touchdowns.  This  young  QB  is  sure  to  dominate  the 

NEFC  in  upcoming  years. 

Quote:  "We  came,  we  saw,  um-ah,  well,  we  had  fun  anyway." 


Michael  Barry,  Defense,  FSC  Football 

Defense,  FSC  Football 

Year:  Senior 

Major:  Construction  Technology 

Hometown:  Milton 

Favorite  Moment:  Interception  for  a  touchdown  vs.  Framingham 

Stats:  NEFC  Honorable  Mention  and  Player  of  the  Week 

Quote:  "30  days". 


